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Day laborers clean up Motown streets
by George!

Wednesday June 18, 2008, 9:38 PM

Wind of the Spirit

About 30 day laborers picked up trash around Morristown's train station
Wednesday to make a point.

Day laborers fanned out from the Morristown train station on Wednesday
morning to clean up the streets and make a point: They live here, too.

About 30 workers spent two hours scooping up refuse from Morris Street,
Speedwell Avenue and the Green, said Aimee Sostowski of Wind of the Spirit,
which organized the local component of a national campaign called "Echando
Raices" ("Growing Roots"). Three more events are planned this year.
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Wind of the Spirit

Day laborers on a cleaning spree in Morristown on Wednesday.

The campaign is sponsored by the National Day Laborer Organizing
Network, to demonstrate that day laborers "wish to give back and help to
improve the cities and towns where they live and work," according to a
statement by Pablo Alvarado, director of the network. 

"In the face of the alarming hate, abuse, and mistreatment directed against
them by a handful of vocal detractors, day laborers continue to organize
themselves to make their communities stronger," Pablo said.

"We are part of the fabric of this country, and we want to participate as
members of our communities with full rights and responsibilities."

Wind of the Spirit

Day laborers fanned out from the Morristown train station to clean up Morris
Street, Speedwell Avenue and the Green.
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Posted by Raprip  on 06/19/08 at 7:45AM

Bravo, thank you for your efforts at improving our community.

Now, if only all the bankers would follow suit and do something positive for

¥ phuey -- So
someone let me
know, what b...

¥ kendraarnold --
Really cool,
Douglas! ...

¥ Iremember115
-- Bravo vicgi.
And your last
co...

¥ vicgi -- The
boys who played
against ea...

¥ iremember115
-- Oops - in #1,
that was
suppose...

¥ iremember115
-- ok kids - oops,
I mean adults....

¥ What comes
First ???  by
vampire5
07/15/2008
12:38 p.m. ET

¥ CRS
Construction
from...  by
hockey4u2
07/15/2008
7:08 a.m. ET

¥ No Raise for
the MAYOR -...
by
my4centswort
07/15/2008
12:12 p.m. ET

¥ Morristown is
growing...  by
recman
07/12/2008
2:57 p.m. ET

¥ Watnog Park
dirt field  by
iluvmp
07/14/2008
9:52 p.m. ET

¥ Skeletons in
Morris...  by
lizardgod
07/09/2008
1:01 p.m. ET



7/15/08 3:23 PMDay laborers clean up Motown streets - Morristown Green - NJ.com

Page 3 of 4http://www.nj.com/morristown/index.ssf/2008/06/day_laborers_clean_up_motown_s.html

MORE PHOTOS  È

DAILY SPOTLIGHT

Waiting for a ride?
Photo of the day

MORE SPOTLIGHT  È

ON THE TOWN

Interactive guide to
Morristown

¥ Take a tour

MORE JERSEY TOWNS  È

SPONSORED LINKS

LOCAL REAL ESTATE

MORE LISTINGS  È

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

MORE LISTINGS  È

LOCAL OBITUARIES

Helpful sites

¥ Town of
Morristown

¥ Parking in Town

¥ Morristown
Schools

¥ Borough of Morris
Plains

¥ Morris Township

¥ Morristown &
Morris Township
Library

¥ Trustees of the
Green

¥ The Morristown
Partnership

¥ Morristown High
School

¥ Community
Theatre

¥ Morristown Pedal
Pushers

¥ College of St.
Elizabeth

¥ Morristown , NJ :
$471,000,

¥ Morristown , NJ : $0,
¥ Morristown , NJ :

$286,000,
¥ Morristown , NJ :

$254,000,
¥ Morristown , NJ :

$647,000,

¥ Notices and
Announcements - Legal
Notice

¥ Notices and
Announcements - Legal
Notice

¥ Notices and
Announcements - Legal
Notice

¥ Notices and
Announcements - Legal
Notice

¥ Notices and
Announcements - Legal
Notice

¥ Viola Buchwald
¥ Robert Carroll
¥ Pat Selvage
¥ Janet Smith
¥ Frances Bird

Inappropriate?  Alert us.  Post a comment

Inappropriate? Alert us.  Post a comment

Mo'town... ;-)

Posted by wereallblue  on 06/19/08 at 9:51AM

Day laborers get a bad rap because of the illegals in their midst. I have no
idea what the percentages are but my guess is that they are rather high.

Adding to public disdain for day laborers is the manner in which they loiter in
large groups awaiting employment. Our country has not been comfortable
with large groups of men standing around on a street corner for decades now.

Further adding to a distrust is their lack of use of the English language. One
can only speculate what they are saying at any given point in time and the
blunt fact is that we like to understand what people are saying to/about us.

If day laborers could be less conspicuous in their pursuit of employment, legal
citizens and people pursuing legal employment (how many day laborers are
really paying taxes?) would be less resentful of their presence.
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